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Perseverance 

 As we enter 2016, what are your goals for the year?  Are they the same  
goals as you have had in previous years?  What has changed – what hasn’t changed – 
and why? 

 For me, most of my goals remain the same.  First and foremost is the 
continued growth of this congregation.  Nothing else comes close in importance to 
me.  For FPC to be a place where ever-increasing numbers of people discover or 
deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ will always be my top priority. 

 I’m getting older, and the number of years I’ve seen come and go are piling 
up.  But as years go by, I’m becoming ever more convinced that the #1 ingredient of 
achievement is perseverance.  I’ve seen far more people (and pastors, and churches) 
fail because they gave up too soon.  They would try something, and long before they 
had really given it a chance to be effective, they decided it wasn’t working and quit. 

 Years ago, when I was running my own business, we had hired an advertising 
agency.  The agency told me that a rule of thumb in the industry is: “when the client 
is tired of seeing the ad and thinks it’s time for a new campaign, that’s when the ads 
are starting to work.”  The clients wanted results more quickly than was reasonable 
to expect, and thus were ready to pull the plug on a campaign just as it was really 
starting to click. 

 When you quit, you’ll never know if you were just this close to succeeding, 
but pulled up short of the finish line (the success line). 

 The Bible encourages us to persevere in many ways.  Some of my favorite 
quotes include: “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Romans 12:11-12)  Why do we 
have to persevere in prayer?  Because so often things take time.  So we need to be 
ardent in spirit, patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer. 

 This applies to our good works as well.  “So let us not grow weary in doing 
what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9)  
“If we do not give up” – that is the phrase we need to repeat to ourselves.  Do not 
give up on doing good just because it doesn’t immediately appear that your efforts 
are making a difference. 
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 The popular author Malcolm Gladwell, in his book Outliers (which was 
an analysis of success), quoted an ancient Chinese proverb told by rice farmers: 
“No one who can rise before dawn 360 days a year fails to make his family rich.”  
Rice farming is notoriously difficult work.  But if you get up early and work – 
almost every single day – you’ll succeed. 

 So if your resolutions haven’t changed from last year, that’s not 
necessarily a bad thing.  It can mean that you are persevering, and this will guide 
you to achieving your goals.  Persevere in faith.  Persevere in service to the Lord.  
Persevere in hope.  Persevere through hardship.   

 May 2016 be the year that all of us work harder, smarter, and more 
diligently than ever.  Don’t give up. 

Peace and blessings, 
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be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer.” 
   – Romans 12:12 

ejoice in hope, 
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From the Choir Room 

 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship on Sunday evenings at  
5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with the same message as 
Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative –  
give it a try and invite your friends! 

THANK YOU 
As we read this, the glow of Christmas lingers as a warm memory in our hearts. While these memories are still 
fresh in our minds, I want to acknowledge the many people who worked to make Christmas so special at FPC: 
 

• The members of the Chancel Choir and our soloists, who spent countless hours rehearsing and performing the 
beautiful music of the season for morning worship and special services and programs. Special mention to Rick  
Dolan, whose violin music added so much to our Christmas Eve service. 

• The Worship and Music committee, chaired by Jill Bello. Their behind the scenes work makes every worship 
service and special music event flow smoothly. 

• The Staff of First Presbyterian Church, who are there at every turn to cheerfully assist, advise, participate and 
clean up! A big thanks to all of you! 

• Everyone who contributed to the Music Fund to enable our Candlelight Carol Service to continue with a large 
compliment of instruments. The huge crowd this year benefitted directly from your generosity. 
 

Happy New Year!  
David Macfarlane 

OUR SINCEREST THANKS GO TO ALL OF THOSE WHO MADE  
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MUSIC FUND TO ENABLE OUR  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES TO BE SO BEAUTIFUL: 
 

The Winifred M. and George P. Pitkin Foundation | Kristen Freeman Fender, in celebration of Mildred Freeman and Maura Stevenson 
Alan S. Aluska, in honor of his grandson Zacary Mounts and his grandnephew Sawyer Rickstad | Alan S. Aluska, in memory of Ronald 
D. Rickstad | Joan Barker, in memory of Fred and Anna Mae Carrara | Ed Baugh and Linda Cushman-Baugh, in memory of Robert  
and Jeanne Baugh, David Scott Cushman and Joan T. Cushman  | Natalie Beaumont, in memory of Caroline N. and Hugh Hazelton  
Nancy Benzel, in memory of Sigi Benzel | Andrea and Larissa Berger, in memory of Mark Berger | The Brown Family, in memory of  
Jonathan Hicks  | Betsey Carson, in memory of Mary Ferguson, in thanksgiving for Diane Christian  | Caroline K. Chiocco, in memory  
of Lisa Keller | The Farrells, in honor of their grandchildren | Linsy Farris, in memory of Vivian Farris  | Bruce and Rosetta Forshee, in 
memory of our grandparents: the Pearlstone, Forshee, Bacchus and Kowlessar families | Paul and Colleen Haus | Dorothy Henry, in 
memory of Ottley Henry and G. Leonard Matthews  | Joan Johnson | Pearl and T. K. Lau, in honor of Dr. David Macfarlane, for his 
musical direction | Leslie Matthew and Philip Jones, in memory of John and Dorothea Matthews, and Philip and Iola Jones | Carolyn 
Moscou, in memory of her mother and husband and sister | Cecil Oberbeck | Richard and Laura Perry, in memory of Marion Smith (sister
-in-law) | Beverly Rhinehart, in honor of the FPC music ministry | Janice L. Rickstad, in memory of Ronald D. Rickstad | Lari Rohloff, in 
memory of Albert Rohloff  | Jean Rohloff, in memory of Albert Rohloff | Robert and Barbara Ryder | Holiki Song-DiMaria, in memory of 
Richard Burk and Matt Orlando | Lorraine Sarhage | Barbara and Stuart Soyster, in thanksgiving for First Presbyterian Church | Sten 
and Audrey Svensson | Alan and Bea Von Poznak | John S. Wilson | Jane Woodside, in memory of Lyndon Woodside  | Christine Yen, 
in memory of Phillip Yoon 
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Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

CHURCH SCHOOL: ORANGE - JANUARY THEMES 
 Church School is available during both services.   
  

During the 11am service the First Look class for preschoolers meets in the Jungle Room; The 252      
 classes for K-2nd graders meets in the Ocean Room; 3rd—5th graders in the Forest Room. The 

XP3 Middle School (6th-8th grade) meets in the Youth Room all located in Center for  
Learning.  A story and activity with 2 year olds is provided in the Nursery which is open from 

10:30 – 12:30 p.m. 
  

During the 5:30 p.m. Crossroads service the class meets in the Meeting Room across from the Circus Room (Nursery).   
 For information about the Orange curriculum we use, visit www.whatisorange.org. 

FAMILY SAVE THE DATE:  
SUNDAY JANUARY 3 FOR THREE KINGS CELEBRATION 
 

The Three Kings Celebration of the Christmas Story is a beloved annual tradition at FPC. 
This Sunday January 3rd, kids of all ages join together to tell the story of Christmas at the 
Epiphany Play during Coffee & Conversation.  

PRESBYTERIAN TRIENNIUM 2016: 
CONGRATS TO THE ‘FPC FOUR’ 
Every three years PC (USA) gathers teenagers for an  
unforgettable summer week in Indiana. FPC is thrilled  

that Cielo and Paloma Camacho and Emily and Josh Kahn will be going to Triennium July 18-23! 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  
Save the Dates for Sunday January 24th & Sunday February 7th 
 

High School Meet Up 1/24 at 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Pastor Rich and Pastor Kellie will meet with FPC High Schoolers for food, 
videos and planning for a great teen mission project.  

 

Sunday February 7th 
11 a.m. Worship Service 
FPC High Schoolers will raise money at Coffee & Conversation for Family Promise through the “Souper Bowl of 
Caring.” Look for more information! 

MIDDLE  SCHOOLERS 
Save the date for Tuesday February 9th 
 

Pastor Kellie and Middle School families will be returning to help feed the home-
less at partner church Jan Hus Presbyterian Church & collecting T-shirts and coats 
to bring with us. More details to follow. 
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Come visit this FPC space that serves to stir the creative spirit!  

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.   
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week.  
We review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of 
history and context. 
 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, January 7 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.   

The First Thursday Study Group continues on Thursday, January 7 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.  Please 
join us for an interesting and enlightening time of learning, discussion, and fellowship. 

News for the Congregation 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
 

Have a Sunday you can coordinate? We welcome your help and have  
made C&C very simple. Email Pastor Kellie to sign up for a Sunday in 
January and February. Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
 

Thanks to our December C&C hosts for their great help and ministry! 

Phil Tamis and Bea Barbieri  |  Beverly Rhinehart  |  Andrea Shuman  |   Sheila and Hung En Chen 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS:  
DRAWING SEEING AND THINKING: WATERCOLORS  
Look for more information in as this art class moves to February Wednesday evenings in the Art 
Loft. Hope you can join in.  

 

BIBLE 101: NEW YEAR AND NEW STARTING POINT 
Tuesday January 26th, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Everything has a beginning. Whether it's one small step in a new direction or a major 
event, from that point forward nothing is ever the same. Join Pastor Kellie to explore 
how your 2016 faith life can have a new starting point. For this January Bible 101 we’ll 
be using the North Point Church Starting Point video and curriculum. 
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COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, January 21, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver?  If you are looking for resources – or a  
space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ Support Group.  COPE is led  
by Sheila Shur, LSW, of the Bergen Family Center.  For additional information, contact  
Dorothy VanderWerf at dorothyv@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation.  
All are welcome.   

 

GRIEFSHARE  
It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare. 
 

GriefShare is a faith-based, friendly, caring meeting with a group of  
people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 

experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Join us at FPC GriefShare. 
Griefshare will be holding a spring 2016 session on March 9 – June 1.   

 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
The Ordination and Installation of Officers will take place during the 11 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, January 10.  We extend our heartfelt thanks to those whose service as officers ended  
in 2015, including Elders Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Mibs Wagner, and Mercedes Zuluaga, and Deacons 
Lauren Bigler, Arlene Mattis, Frank Palo, Elena Sepulveda, John Smolen, and Candida Urena.  We welcome 
Kyung Lee and Candida Urena to the Session, with Peter Bigler, Diane Christian, and Carolyn Milne returning 
for a second term.  Elected as deacons were Rosetta Forshee, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Kate Matsuda, and 
Caridad Schweizer, with Akira Fujitsuka returning for a second term.  Please pray for your officers and give 
thanks for their service as they lead this congregation in faithful witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
A reminder to Committee chairpersons that your Annual Reports are due to the Church 
Office no later than Wednesday, January 13.  Please email your reports in electronic form. 

  ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place after the 11 a.m. worship on 
Sunday, January 31, 2015.  A light lunch will be served.  This is your opportunity as 
members of the church to learn more about the workings of the congregation.  Advance 

copies of the Annual Report will be ready for distribution on Sunday, January 24. 
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FAITH AND FINANCE - WHEN TO TAKE SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS 
 

There has been a lot written lately about social security and many of you have 
questions such as; will it still be there when I retire?, when should I start taking 
it? what if I am divorced or a widow or widower?  I'll attempt to answer some of 
these questions.   
  
There has been a lot of discussion about the solvency of social security.  As of 
now social security is due to be insolvent around the year 2035; however, what 
the government has done over the past several years is gradually raise the age of 

full retirement, increase the cap on taxable earnings and reduce the cost of living adjustments (COLA) for all retir-
ees (no increase in 2016).  A popular measure called file and suspend was also recently eliminated saving the govern-
ment a lot of money.   These measures should keep social security around for us, our children, their children and 
their children's children. 
 
I'm sure you all know that you can start taking benefits at age 62; however, if you wait until your Full Retirement 
Age "FRA" (between 66 and 67) your benefits will go up 6.25% each year between 62 and FRA. There are also limits 
as to how much you can earn between 62 and FRA before your benefits are reduced so make sure you take that into 
consideration.  If you wait longer the benefits increase by 8% between FRA and age 70.  A good rule of thumb is if 
you live past age 80 it pays to wait as long as possible (so wait, eat right and pray a lot). 
  
A spouse is eligible to receive half their spouse's benefits if that benefit is greater than half of theirs.  As an example, 
if your benefit is $1,000 at full retirement age and your spouse's is $2,500, you will receive $1,250. This is also true 
for divorcees as long as they were married for at least ten years.  In addition, widows and widowers will receive their 
deceased spouse's benefits if it is greater than theirs.  
  
These are some of the basics of social security.  I strongly encourage everyone to go to ssa.gov to get your  
projected benefits and make sure your record of earnings is accurate.    
 
Paul Platek, Stewardship Chair 

THIRTY NINE GRADUATE FPU  
 

On Sunday December 13th we concluded our twelfth  
Financial Peace University class with thirty nine graduates, 
by far the largest class thus far.  During the class a total of 
$48,000 of debt was repaid and everyone who graduated is 
closer to achieving "financial peace". 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next class will start Sunday February 21, 2016 at 
7:00p.m.and will conclude on April 24th, taking off Easter 
Sunday.  If you would like to learn more about the course 
you can go to the website daveramsy.com/fpu or reach out 
to me.   - Paul Platek 
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FPC MISSION: HELP BUILD GOD’S WORLD  
The FPC Mission Committee works to create opportunities for all of FPC to be the hands and feet of Jesus and 
build God’s world.   

FPC MISSION TALKBACK: CUBA 

Sunday January 10th at 10 a.m. 
 

FPC Mission Committee Member Andy Bello returned from Cuba in December 
with pictures, videos and updates about this changing country. Don’t miss this  

opportunity to ask questions…and we’ll imagine what a possible FPC Mission Trip to Cuba could look like.  

Treats for Troops on Valentine’s Day 
 

Remember the fun you had this past Christmas filling those boxes for children all over the 
world?  This February we’ll “treat our troops” with some donations of the items listed 
below.  Supplies will be collected the first two weeks in February culminating on Valentine’s Day.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Event Planner Debbie Alvarez who will be gathering names of men and women, their unit and all the 
necessary information needed to make sure our donations get where they belong. Thank you all for your help in this 
“treats for troops”. 
  

Gum 
Feminine Products 
Lip Balm 
Baby wipes 
Toothpaste/toothbrush 
Disposable razors 
Tea bags 
Shampoo 
Bar‐b‐que sauce (Taco Bell packets) 
Music CDs 

Ba eries – all sizes 
Beef jerky/Slim Jims 
Breath mints 
Condiments 
Dental floss 
Deodorant 
Dry Soup 
Powdered drink mix 
Eye wash products 
Foot powder 

Handheld games 
Pretzels in hard container 
Hard Candies – No chocolate 
Nuts in hard container 

FEBRUARY MISSION SAVE THE DATES 
 
 

Have a Heart: Donate a used Cell Phone (& Cord) on Valentines Day 
 

It began with an article in The Record– collecting used cell phones for soldiers overseas, 
which is being coordinated by the Park Ridge Police Department in conjunction with “Cell 
Phones for Soldiers, a national non-profit organization.  Many of us have old cell phones tak-
ing up space in a drawer, why not put it to good use for someone else? The phones will be 
collected February 7th and 14th and delivered to Park Ridge P.D.  Please put phone and 

charger in a sealed plastic bag - you must provide the correct charger with it. FPC will hand deliver them the fol-
lowing week – with lots of heartfelt love and appreciation from all at First Pres.  Thank you for your generosity!  -
Event Planner Debbie Alvarez 



 

First Press  Page 9 

MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST 
 

FPC Mission collects food and non-perishable food items on the ‘first Sunday’ of every month.  
Bring in your food on the Sunday January 3 to support the Center for Food Action! 

DOWNLOAD THE NEW FPC APP 
For iPhone or Android Smartphones 
 

We are very excited to announce the launch of our very own app for smartphones!  Through  
our app you can access the bulletin online (requires a PDF reader on your phone), access the 
YouVersion sermon notes, quickly access the 90 Second Sermon, listen to the sermon audio of 
past messages, check the church calendar, find Connect Group information, and even give online. 
 

If you enable push notifications, we can stay in touch with you and send you general reminders 
about the church, as well as messages related to Family Ministries or Connect Groups. Find the 

app by searching your respective app store using the search phrase “Englewood Presbyterian”. This is the first 
version of the app, which we expect to update frequently.  Feel free to send feedback to Rich. Stay connected  
to FPC!  Download the app today! 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER, you are now able to dial in to our phone system and hear a recorded 
announcement of whether any of our activities are impacted.  During the opening message, just press 7 
(think of pressing "S" for "Snow") to be informed of whether any events have been cancelled. 

ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL IN JANUARY  
Come, enjoy good friends and a fun game on January 7, 14, 21 and 28 from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  
in Elmore Hall. Philip Soo coordinates this Basketball Fellowship. Contact him at 
soorealtors@gmail.com. 

FAMILY PROMISE, A SHELTER FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES AT FPC  
 

Our church hosted FAMILY PROMISE for a week in December with 29 willing and dedicated  
volunteers to help with this mission! Thank you for the amazing help from setting up, organizing 
the living space in Elmore Hall, to donations of groceries, dinners, Christmas gifts for our guests, 
and overnight hosts for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Four other congregations helped host 
these 7 nights and we are grateful to them as well.   In 2016, we host two weeks from June 19 to July 
3 and one week in December from Christmas Day to New Year’s Day. Thanks especially to Natalie 

Beaumont and Carol Cornell for their outstanding coordination of this mission! 



 

People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Maria Sepulveda on the death of her husband on December 9, 2015, and to their 

daughter, Elena Sepulveda, and to their granddaughter, Maggie Burbano.  Raul was a faithful member of the  
Chancel Choir for many years. A Memorial Service to celebrate Raul’s life will be held at the church on Saturday, 
January 9 at 2 p.m.  
 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: family and friends of Rev. Robert Smylie who died on December 19, 2015. Bob served 

the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. for 27 years as Director of the United Nations Office in NYC. He was also an active 
friend of our church for many years. A Memorial Service will be held here on Saturday, January 16 at 11 a.m.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Margot (Bennett) & Sam who will have an Album Release Party on Friday, January 8th at 

Rockwood Music Hall (Stage 3) at 7 p.m. 

 

THANK YOU TO: several members who during December wrapped many gifts for shoppers at Town Center as a 

benefit for Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County! 

 

THANK YOU TO: many members and friends who gave alternative Christmas gifts to their families as a benefit for 

Heifer International so small farmers can feed their families, send their children to school, and light their way to a 
better future! 
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NEED AN ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH? 
There are two entrances which are barrier-free into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from the 
Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through the Playground 

down the sidewalk to the entrance door which leads into the long hall between Elmore Hall and the Sanctuary.  

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being produced  
each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email or Facebook,  
we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start faith 

conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary website at 
www.90secondsermon.com. 

 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15TH. 
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CALENDAR  

 
9:30 am  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

11:00 am  
Worship Service 

 

12 noon  
Coffee & Conversation 

 

Nursery/child care  
available from  

10:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

5:30 pm  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship 

Every Sunday 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
16

 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 

Saturday 2 6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 Basement

Tuesday 5 1:00 PM Staff Lunch Off-site

Wednesday 6 7:00 PM GriefShare East Room

Wednesday 6 7:30 PM Worship & Music Committee Meeting Room

Thursday 7 7:30 PM Basketball pick-up game Elmore Hall

Saturday 9 6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 Basement

Sunday 10 10:00 AM Cuba Mission Talkback Chapel

Sunday 10 12:30 PM Mission Meeting Meeting Room

Tuesday 12 10:00 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

Tuesday 12 11:00 AM Sensory Open Play Art Loft

Tuesday 12 1:00 PM Staff Meeting Meeting Room

Wednesday 13 7:00 PM GriefShare East Room

Thursday 14 7:30 PM Basketball pick-up game Elmore Hall

Saturday 16 6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 Basement

Sunday 17 9:30 AM Deacons' Meeting Meeting Room

Tuesday 19 10:00 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

Tuesday 19 11:00 AM Sensory Open Play Art Loft

Wednesday 20 7:00 PM GriefShare East Room

Wednesday 20 7:30 PM Session East Room

Thursday 21 7:30 PM Basketball pick-up game Elmore Hall

Saturday 23 6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 Basement

Sunday 24 12:15 PM Family Ministries Meeting Art Loft

Sunday 24 2:00 PM Senior High School Meet-Up Center for Learning

Tuesday 26 10:00 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

Tuesday 26 11:00 AM Sensory Open Play Art Loft

Tuesday 26 7:00 PM Bible 101 East Room

Thursday 28 7:30 PM Basketball pick-up game Elmore Hall

Saturday 30 6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 28 Basement

Saturday 30 7:30 PM Bergen Symphony Orchestra Sanctuary

Sunday 31 12:15 PM Annual Meeting of Congregation Elmore Hall
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